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Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration

The City of Chico has reviewed the proposed project described below to determine whether it
could have a significant effect on the environment as a result of project completion. “Significant
effect on the environment” means a substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any
of the physical conditions within the area affected by the project including land, air, water,
minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise, and objects of historic or aesthetic significance.

Name of Project: East 8th Street Corridor Improvements Project
Project File Number: ER-07-01

Project Description: The project implements the City of Chico Scenic Street Design Guidelines
for East 8th Street and consists of the reconstruction of approximately 1.5 miles of East 8th Street
from Fir Street to Bruce Road. The reconstruction will include the installation of the following: a
curvilinear roadway with bulbouts and other traffic calming elements, separated bicycle and
pedestrian facilities, an underground storm drain system, expansion of the sanitary sewer main
line within East 8" Street, and the planting of additional trees and low-maintenance vegetation to
enhance the aesthetics of the corridor.

Project Location and Assessor’s Parcel Number: City of Chico, East 8th Street between Fir
Street and Bruce Road.

Mailing Address and Phone Number of Contact Person: Tracy R. Bettencourt, City of Chico,
P.O. 3420, 411 Main Street, Chico, CA 95927, 530/879-6903.

Findings

The City of Chico finds the project described above will not have a significant effect on the
environment in that the attached initial study identifies one or more potentially significant effects
on the environment for which the project applicant, before public release of this Proposed
Mitigated Negative Declaration, has made or agrees to make project revisions that clearly
mitigate the effects to a less-than-significant level. The City of Chico further finds that there is
no substantial evidence that this project may have a significant effect on the environment.

Mitigation Measures Included in the Project to Reduce Potentially Significant Effects to a
Less-Than-Significant Level

Resource Topic:
Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Hazards/Hazardous

Materials, Hydrology/Water Quality, Noise, Open Space/Recreation, Public Services,
Transportation/Circulation, and Utilities.
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Public Review Period

Before 5 p.m. on September 12, 2007, any person may:

(1) Review the Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND); and

(2) Submit written comments regarding the information, analysis, and mitigation measures in the

Proposed MND to the contact person above.

Name: Tracy R. Bettencourt, AICP

Title: Senior Planner

Circulated on: 8/13/07-9/12/07

Adopted on:
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Chapter 1
Introduction

The City of Chico (City) proposes to reconstruct the East 8th Street corridor from
the intersection of East 8th Street and Fir Street to Bruce Road (the Project Area)
to support increased multimodal transportation safety. The project would
implement corridor improvements as identified in the City of Chico Scenic Street
Design Guidelines for East 8th Street (City of Chico 1999). Corridor
improvements include creating a meandering effect in the roadway, constructing
separate bicycle and pedestrian facilities to enhance multimodal safety, installing
a new underground storm drain system that would connect to an existing outfall
at Little Chico Creek, and expanding the sanitary sewer main line within East 8th
Street.

Purpose of the Initial Study

This initial study/mitigated negative declaration (IS/MND) has been prepared to
assess the impacts of the proposed East 8th Street Corridor Improvements Project
(Project) as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The
Project includes five corridor segments divided into two construction phases, as
described in Chapter 2, “Project Description.” Because CEQA requires the
whole of the Project to be evaluated for environmental impacts, this ISMND
includes an analysis of environmental impacts for both phases within the entire
corridor.

The City is the lead agency for the Project. An IS is an informational document
used in the local planning and decision-making process. It is not the purpose of
the IS to recommend approval or denial of the Project. The City has prepared
this IS to determine whether the Project could have a significant effect on the
environment. The purposes of an IS are to:

m provide the lead agency with information to use as the basis for deciding
whether to prepare an environmental impact report (EIR) or negative
declaration/mitigated negative declaration (ND/MND);

m enable the lead agency to modify a project, mitigating adverse impacts before
an EIR is prepared, thereby enabling the project to qualify for an ND/MND;
and

m  document the factual basis for the finding, in an ND or MND, that a project
would not have a significant effect on the environment.
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Nolte Associates Introduction

Based on the findings in this IS, the City has determined that the appropriate
environmental clearance document for the Project is an MND because mitigation
measures have been included to reduce potentially significant effects of the
Project to less-than-significant levels. As the lead agency, the City is required to
circulate an MND for public review before adopting it. The public review period
must be of sufficient length to allow members of the public to comment on the
proposed findings before the MND is adopted. Also, if one or more state
agencies will be a responsible or trustee agency or will exercise jurisdiction by
law over natural resources affected by the Project, the lead agency must send
copies of the MND to the State Clearinghouse for distribution to these agencies.

This document is being circulated for a 30-day review period. If comments on
this document do not identify any significant environmental concerns, the City
intends to adopt an MND for the Project. If significant environmental concerns
are identified during the review process, the document will serve as the notice of
preparation (NOP) of an EIR. Before approving the Project, the City of Chico
Planning Services Director (Planning Services Director) must consider the
proposed MND together with any comments received during the public review
process. If the Planning Services Director finds, on the basis of the IS and any
comments received, that the IS adequately addresses the environmental issues
associated with the Project and that no substantial evidence indicates that the
Project would have a significant effect on the environment, the MND will be
adopted.

Scope of This Document

Thi_s document evaluates the Project’s impacts on the following resources and
topics:

m  aesthetics,

m  air quality,

m  biological resources,

m cultural resources,

m geology and soils,

m hazards and hazardous materials,

m hydrology and water quality,

m land use and planning,

® noise,
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Introduction

open space and recreation,

public services,

population and housing,
transportation and circulation, and

utilities.

Impact Terminology

The following terms are used in this document to describe the severity, or
significance, of impacts that would result from the Project.

The Project is considered to have no impact if the analysis concludes that the
Project would not affect a particular resource.

An impact is considered less than significant if the analysis concludes that
the Project would cause no substantial adverse change to the environment
and that impacts would not require mitigation.

An impact is considered less than significant with mitigation incorporated if
the analysis concludes that the proposed Project would cause no substantial
adverse change to the environment with the inclusion of mitigation measures
to which the applicant has agreed.

Organization of This Document

The content and format of this document, described below, are designed to meet
the requirements of CEQA.

Chapter 1, “Introduction,” identifies the purpose, scope, and terminology of
the document.

Chapter 2, “Project Description,” contains a detailed description of the
project location, features, and characteristics.

Chapter 3, “Initial Study,” contains an evaluation of the environmental
impacts of the project.

Chapter 4, “References Cited,” lists the documents and individuals consulted
during the preparation of this document.

Chapter 5, “List of Preparers,” identifies the individuals involved in
preparing this document and their areas of technical specialty.

Technical appendices are found at the end of this document.
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Nolte Associates Introduction

Mitigation Monitoring

A mitigation monitoring program (MMP) will be required for all mitigation
measures adopted by the Planning Services Director as conditions of the Project.
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